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Local hamsetakelt to the sreetsthisweekend

ByDANNY CROMAZ

Over thepast year, thenewshas
been full of reports of ham radio
operators providing critical com-
munications in  emergencies
worldwide.

Saturday and Sunday, June 24-
25, local residents will have a
chanceto meet and talk with ham
radio operators and see for them-
selveswhat this eradio serviceZre-
allyisabout. The Southwest Dallas
County Amateur Radio Club will
host a demonstration of emer-
gency communications abilities at
1p.m. at Cedar Hills Valley Ridge
Park.

This annual event, calledField
Day, isthe climax of the weeklong
Amateur Radio Week sponsored
bythe ARRL,thenational associa-
tion for amateur radio. Using only
generators, batteries or solar
power, the hams construct emer-
gency stationsin parks, shopping
malls and back yards to test their
skillsunder all situations.

The slogan *Ham radio works
when other systemsdon«! Zismore
than just wordstothehamsasthey
prove they can send messages in

many forms without the use of
phone systems, Internet or any
other infrastructure that can be
compromised in a crisis. More
than 30,000 amateur radioopera-
torsacrossthe country participat-
edin last yearsevent.

Over the weekend, hams will
demonstrate AM, sideband, FM,
digital, code and even satellite
communications. Several clubs
will alsobeexperimentingwith TV
signals and incredibly high fre-
quency equipment. It was from
their practical experience ashams
that many electrical engineers
went on to develop the marvels of
todayscommunications.

There are 670,000 Amateur
Radio operators in the United
States, and more than 2.5 million
around the world. Through the
ARRL hams provide emergency
communicationsfor theDH SCiti-
zenss Corps, the American Red
Cross, Salvation Army, FEM A and
many state and local agencies.

Danny Cromaz is the webmaster
for the Southwest Dallas County Ama-
teur RadioClub.
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BREAKING THE CODE: Paul Dryer of DeSoto operates morse
code at the Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Clubs
2005 Field Day. This years event will take place Saturday and
Sunday, June 24-25, at Valley Ridge Park in Cedar Hill.

FIELD DAY FUN: The crank-up tower for the Southwest Dallas County Amateur Radio Club is
photographed at the 2005 Field Day. The clubs annual event will take place Saturday and
Sunday, June 24-25, at Valley Ridge Park in Cedar Hill.

The Cedar Hill Chamber of
Commerce is excited to an-
nounce a new Business Incen-
tive Grant program for Cedar
Hill businesses.

CAVBERCORNR

Theprogram isadministered
by the Cedar Hill Chamber of
Commerce, and funding assis-
tance is provided through the
Cedar Hill Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.

TheBIGprogram isdesigned
to assist both small and large
businesses in Cedar Hill by en-
couraging hew businessgrowth,
encouraging business expan-
sion, retaining businesses in
Cedar Hill and rewarding busi-

MATT McCoRMICK

nesses for their investment in
Cedar Hill.

Therearefour grantsand in-
centives that are available for
businesses. The first grant is
building expansion, which isfor
new and existing businesses to
build a new building or expand
their business. Thesecond grant
is technology expansion, for
businessesto upgradetheir cur-
rent technological infrastruc-

A BIG program for
Cedar Hill businesses

ture. Next, thetraining grant is
designed for industry specific
training. The final grant is for
job creation and assistsin help-
ing businesses expand their
work force.

For questions, information
or toreceive agrant application
and packet with the guidelines
contact thechamber at 972-291-
7817 or info@cedarhillcham-
ber.org.

Also, visit the Cedar Hill
Chamber of Commerce at
www.cedarhillchamber.org  to
download an application and
packet of information.

Matt McCormick ispresident of
the Cedar Hill Chamber of
Commerce




